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This Transparency Report of the Estonian Authors’ Society (EAÜ) 
covers the period from 1 January to 31 December 2024. 

By informing the public about who we are, along with the structure, 
affiliations, and financial data of our organization, we aim to 
strengthen trust among authors, rights holders, and users of 
creative works.

This report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements 
of § 79(6) of the Copyright Act of the Republic of Estonia (AutÕS). 

1. Foreword
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The Estonian Authors’ Society (EAÜ) was established on 
8 October 1991 on the initiative of sixteen Estonian creative 
persons—Lepo Sumera, Veljo Tormis, Mikk Targo, Priit Aimla, 
Jaan Rääts, Henn-Kaarel Hellat, Andres Valkonen, Ando Keskküla, 
Lauri Leesi, Lauri Laubre, Peeter Leinbock, Katrin Leis, Reet Linna, 
Vladislav Petšnikov (Reinfeldt), Heiki Pisuke, and Jüri Vendelin. 
EAÜ considers itself the legal successor to the Estonian Copyright 
Protection Association, established in 1932 and active until 1940.

EAÜ operates in accordance with the principles set out in § 
79 of the Copyright Act and, on the basis of law and mandate 
agreements, manages the rights of authors and their rights 
holders (including heirs and music publishers) for the following 
categories of works: 

 musical works; 
 works of visual art; 
 choreographic works; 
 audiovisual works. 

EAÜ’s authority to represent authors after the conclusion of 
a contract arises from mandates received from its member 
authors and their rights holders, as well as from the Estonian 
Audiovisual Authors’ Union and collective management 
organizations in other countries. The list of Estonian authors 
represented by EAÜ, and of countries where EAÜ has signed 
representation agreements with local collective management 
organizations, is available on the EAÜ website. 

Licensing of musical works forms the largest segment of EAÜ’s 
operations—85% of total revenue—supplemented by private 
copying fees. This is due to the widespread and simultaneous 
use of music in numerous venues and across various channels 
(such as radio, television, concerts, restaurants, hotels, 
nightclubs, shops, etc.), involving not a single work but a vast 
number of compositions. As such, the domain of music licensing 
is the most extensive, and the existence of an intermediary—
namely, a collective management organization—is essential to 
facilitate communication between authors and users. In Estonia, 
EAÜ is the sole organization authorized to issue licenses for 
the use of musical works and to collect royalties on behalf of 
authors and their rights holders.

2. Introduction
of the Estonian
Authors Society
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3. Copyright exercised by the EAÜ
EAÜ administers only the economic rights belonging to authors and their right holders. Based on 
the authorizations received from its members and other collective representation organizations, 
EAÜ grants permissions to use works in the following ways: 

 public performance of works, either live or via technical means (right of public 
performance); 

 transmission, live broadcasting, or retransmission of works via radio, television, cable 
networks, satellite, or other technical means (right of transmission, live broadcasting, 
and retransmission);

 making works available to the public in such a way that individuals can access them at 
a time and place of their choosing, including via the internet (right of making available 
to the public); 

 recording of works onto audio or video media, film, or other similar medium or device, 
and distributing them accordingly (right of reproduction and synchronization); 

In addition, EAÜ has the right to collect remuneration for the use of works in cases where au-
thors can exercise this right only through a collective representation organization. Among oth-
er rights, EAÜ is entitled to: 

 collect a fee for private use of an audiovisual work or a sound recording; 
 collect a fee for the resale of an original work of art at a public auction or through an 
art gallery or art intermediary; 

The membership agreement concluded between authors or their rights holders and EAÜ 
generally covers all four categories of economic rights listed above, i.e. the methods of using 
works and all works created by the author, and is generally valid worldwide. To a certain extent, 
the author can restrict these rights: they may choose which categories of economic rights 
and which territories they authorize EAÜ to manage on their behalf. However, the author may 
not choose which specific works EAÜ represents—by becoming a member of EAÜ, the author 
assigns all of their works to the society for representation.  

Authors and their rights holders who have joined EAÜ are not required to pay a joining or 
membership fee. However, EAÜ is entitled to withhold a service fee to cover the organization’s 
expenses; the amount is determined annually by the EAÜ general meeting. 
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4. Management structure of the EAÜ
The highest governing body of the 
Estonian Authors’ Society (EAÜ) is the 
general meeting, which typically con-
venes once a year and is open to all mem-
bers of the society. The general meeting 
makes decisions on key matters of EAÜ 
governance that are not assigned by law 
or the statutes to the board or the au-
dit committee. For example, the gener-
al meeting approves the budget and any 
amendments to the statutes and elects 
the members of the board and the audit 
committee every three years. 

The board is composed of seven mem-
bers. The board of the Estonian Authors’ 
Society (EAÜ) includes Karl-Ander 
Reismann (Chairman of the Board), Virgo 
Sillamaa, Jaan Jaago, Kristjan Randalu, 
Sten Šeripov, Ewert Sundja, and Sandra 
Perens, representing the publisher Tier 
Music Publishing OÜ. During the reporting 
year, the board held six meetings, includ-
ing a two-day seminar in Vihula.

The daily operations of the association 
are managed by the EAÜ office, head-
ed by CEO Mati Kaalep. As of the end of 
the reporting year, the office employed 
24 people. 

Supervision of EAÜ’s activities is per-
formed by the audit committee, whose 
members are also elected by the gener-
al meeting for a three-year term. Since 
2023, the following individuals serve on 
the audit committee: Imre Sooäär (Chair 
of the Committee in 2024), Tajo Kadajas, 
and Margo Kõlar. Due to the size of EAÜ’s 
balance sheet, the organization is also 
subject to an audit, which is carried out 
by independent auditor Triin Seli. State 
supervision of EAÜ as a collective man-
agement organization is exercised by the 
Estonian Patent Office.  

Photos: Tiina Kukk
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5. Information on refusal to 
conclude license agreements

Based on the decision of the Estonian Authors’ Society (EAÜ) Board of Directors 
of August 30, 2021, the EAÜ has the right to require license applicants to pay an 
advance payment of up to 100% of the expected license fee or to provide a guarantee 
in the following cases: 

1. if the agreement is concluded for the first time with a company whose 
equity is lower than the expected license fee; 

2. if the license applicant or their representative has previously failed to pay 
the license fee on time or in the required amount, or has provided false 
information to the EAÜ about the circumstances that form the basis of 
the license fee.  

If the license applicant has outstanding debts to the EAÜ, the EAÜ may refuse to 
conclude a license agreement and deny the user a license.

During the reporting period, the EAÜ did not refuse to conclude any license 
agreements. Therefore, all users who contacted the EAÜ with the intention of 
obtaining a license for the use of works by authors represented by the EAÜ, and 
who accepted the license fee rates applicable to the relevant field or method of use, 
received such licenses from the EAÜ.



EAÜ Transparency Report 2024 7 

6. Members
In 2024, 388 members joined the EAÜ, including 344 authors of musical works, 19 
authors of artistic works, 21 heirs, 2 publishers, and 2 authors of choreographic 
works. As of December 31 of the reporting year, the EAÜ had a total of 6,890 
members, including 6,160 authors of musical works, 262 authors of artistic works, 
42 music publishers, 64 authors of choreographic works, 4 other authors, and 358 
heirs of deceased authors.  

NEW MEMBERS

A member who has registered in more than one category is listed as an author  
in the category in which they are most active on a daily basis. 

344
authors of music

19
authors of art works

21
successors

2
publishers

388
new members

MEMBERS OF THE EAÜ IN 2024

2
choreographers 

6890
total

6160
authors of music

358
successors 

262
authors  
of art works

42
publishers 

64
choreographers

4
other authors
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7. Report of the CEO  
on 2024

Hello authors! 

Unfortunately, 2024 was a challenging year for the EAÜ, as the Estonian econ-
omy continued to decline and no major concerts were held at the Tallinn Song 
Festival Grounds. One of the main challenges was maintaining the revenue level 
of 2023. At the same time, the general rise in prices continued, which was also 
reflected in the EAÜ’s rising costs.

Nonetheless, 2024 was an active year for the EAÜ in terms of licensing, with 
many smaller events organized. The EAÜ concluded a total of 1,215 new public 
performance agreements (821 in 2023), of which 83% were concluded via the 
web interface on the website. Given that the option to conclude license agree-
ments via the website only became available in 2023, the new system seems to 
have been well received by users. While initially it was not possible to conclude 
all types of contracts via the web interface, in 2024 the functionality was devel-
oped to enable the conclusion of all 21 types of public performance agreements 
online, except for charity event agreements. 

In 2024, the EAÜ performed more active supervision of the fulfillment and con-
clusion of license agreement terms. As part of this, the EAÜ submitted inquiries 
to all ticket sales platforms operating in Estonia regarding events for which the 
EAÜ did not receive information directly from the organizer or found it neces-
sary to verify the provided data. In addition, we developed an internal solution 
to automatically send reminders to users of works regarding both missing us-
age reports and unpaid invoices.

Collected royalties must also be distributed to rights holders efficiently, ac-
curately, and promptly. In 2024, the volume of fees allocated by the EAÜ was 
7,931,649 euros and the amount paid out was 7,588,303 euros. Of this, 2,775,901 
euros were allocated to EAÜ members and 2,842,912 euros were paid out — 
over 400,000 euros more than in 2023. Payments were made to EAÜ members 
monthly and to foreign organizations quarterly. One new employee joined the 
remuneration department, with the main responsibility of liaising with foreign 
organizations and publishers. Additionally, in 2024, an author portal administra-
tion interface was completed, through which EAÜ employees can confirm and 
correct the registration data of works.  
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In 2024, IT development began to enable the EAÜ to distribute and pay out remu-
neration to music authors based on cue sheets of audiovisual works. Previously, 
the UK authors’ society PRS for Music had provided such a distribution service, 
but they ceased offering it to the EAÜ in 2024, as it differed too much from their 
standard distribution process. The IT solution for the EAÜ’s cue sheet system 
was completed in April 2025. 

Among IT developments, the interface developed with the Estonian Tax and 
Customs Board also deserves mention, allowing authors to conveniently de-
clare income received from abroad. Hopefully, this will save time for many au-
thors and promote law-abiding tax behavior. 

The EAÜ office building also underwent renovations in 2024, during which rooms 
that had remained unchanged for over twenty years were updated, significant-
ly improving the working environment for EAÜ employees. Due to staff growth, 
a room previously used as rental space was also taken into use and integrated 
with the rest of the building.

On behalf of the EAÜ, I would like to continue to thank all authors and collab-
orators for their trust, and EAÜ employees for their dedication and high-quali-
ty work. Every day we work to ensure that culture thrives and that creators are 
properly compensated for their work.  

Mati Kaalep 
CEO of the EAÜ
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8. Financial information
In 2024, the Estonian Authors’ Society (EAÜ) received a net amount of 10,806,391 euros in licensing fees, 
which included a commission of 1,644,953 euros and a private copying levy of 1,538,127 euros. 

Revenues

10,81 
million 

2023: 10,68 mil

+1,22%

Expenses 

1,47 
million

2023: 1,32 mil

Payouts 

7,59 
million

2023: 6,80 mil

*  without private copying fee
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6 021 252

6 369 083
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1 873 832

1 555 729
1 538 127

5 074 203

REVENUES

6 229 948

8 055 929
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1 180 762
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The revenue targets planned in the budget were met or exceeded in nearly all areas, but fell short of 
the target in royalties received from television and cinema.

2024 2023

 BUDGET (€) REVENUE (€)          +/-  BUDGET (€)  REVENUE (€)          +/-

Radio 780 000 804 169 24 169 650 000 761 001 111 001

Television 1 160 000 1 104 571 -55 429 950 000 1 162 132 212 132

Cable TV 780 000 927 468 147 468 780 000 897 152 117 152

Live performance 900 000 1 231 603 331 603 800 000 1 269 961 469 961

Background music 990 000 1 071 618 81 618 970 000 978 451 8 451

incl.bar, restaurant 515 000 546 342 530 000 507 741

incl. shop 370 000 365 823 408 985 300 000 365 823

incl. sport, casino 55 000 55 693 63 471 80 000 55 693

incl. nightclub 50 000 49 194 52 820 60 000 49 194

Theatre 200 000 308 132 108 132 130 000 352 652 222 652

Cinema 180 000 165 504 -14 496 150 000 186 360 36 360

From abroad 350 000 405 557 55 557 475 000 347 225 -127 775

GLA cable 450 000 476 334 26 334 480 000 519 235 39 235

Recording, digital, 
online

 
1 600 000

 
1 648 697

 
48 697

 
1 000 000

 
1 603 079

 
603 079

Authors of art works 160 000 237 009 77 009 140 000 192 885 52 885

Audiovisual authors 1 180 000 1 221 470 41 470 850 000 1 174 574 324 574

Private copying 1 500 000 1 538 127 38 127 1 700 000 1 555 729 -144 271

TOTAL 10 230 000 11 140 260 910 260 9 075 000 11 000 436 1 925 436

incl. VAT -330 000 -333 869 -3869 -242 000 -321 391 -79 391

NET REVENUE 
COLLECTED

 
9 900 000

 
10 806 391

 
906 391

 
8 833 000

 
10 679 045

 
1 846 045

incl. commission 18% 1 571 000 1 644 953 73 953 1 328 000 1 710 916 382 916

ROYALTIES 8 329 000 9 161 438 832 438 7 505 000 8 968 129 1 463 129
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Of the amount 
received in 2024, 
9,661,222 euros in 
royalties went into 
the distribution 
fund, i.e. 202,682 
euros more than  
in 2023.  

1 123 628 from Estonia
662 990 Recording, 

digital, online
205 366 from abroad
198 364 Private 

copying 
compensation

585 552 Grants and 
additional 
fees

845 457 from Estonia
372 894 Recording, 

digital, online
293 925 from abroad
228 769 Private 

copying 
compensation

509 474 Grants and 
additional 
fees

DISTRIBUTION FUND FOR AUTHORS OF MUSIC

REVENUES, DISTRIBUTION FUND, PAYOUTS

€ 2,775,901 was received in the distribution fund in 2024

€ 2,250,519 was received in the distribution fund in 2023
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DISTRIBUTION PAYOUTS

EUR Number 
of authors

Distributed 
royalties

Average Number 
of authors

Distributed 
royalties

Average

over 20 000 20 740 001 37 000 21 790 947 37 664

10 001–20 000 36 490 059 13 613 36 498 802 13 856

5001–10 000 63 438 671 6 963 63 441 042 7 001

1001–5000 308 686 286 2 228 305 679 891 2 229

301–1000 488 272 650 559 481 269 777 561

101–300 571 98 503 173 578 99 465 172

under 100 2906 49 732 17 1648 62 988 38

Total 4392 2 775 901 632 3132 2 842 912 908

DISTRIBUTION PAYOUTS

EUR Number 
of authors

Distributed 
royalties

Average Number of 
authors

Distributed 
royalties

Average

over 20 000 14 553 444 39 532 14 538 977 38 498

10 001–20 000 22 317 241 14 420 20 281 134 14 057

5001–10 000 50 341 016 6820 65 438 991 6754

1001–5000 291 652 522 2242 308 674 107 2189

301–1000 447 245 949 550 459 259 342 565

101–300 513 90 944 177 518 93 101 180

under 100 2682 49 403 18 713 38 366 54

Total 4019 2 250 519 560 2097 2 324 018 1108
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In total, the EAÜ paid out royalties of 7,588,303 euros in 2024 (6,802,583 euros in 2023).  
In 2024, EAÜ paid royalties that had been received into the distribution fund in 2024 and in previous periods as 
follows:     

 	2,842,913 euros to authors of musical works who are EAÜ members – i.e. 518,895 euros more than in 
2023;  

 	649,879 euros to authors of audiovisual works who are EAÜ members – i.e. 192,289 euros less than in 
2023;

 	162,457 euros to authors of artistic works who are EAÜ members – i.e. 21,920 euros more than in 2023;  
 	3,933,054 euros to foreign societies – i.e. 437,194 euros more than in 2023. 

PAYOUTS OF ROYALTIES

ROYALTIES PAID TO FOREIGN SOCIETIES

   amount % of fees 
paid to 
foreign 

associa
tions

% of 
payouts 

for 
royalties

Radio 266 025 7,61 3,91

Television 190 288 5,44 2,80

Live performance 629 624 18,01 9,26

Cinema 2568 0,07 0,04

Major work 28 463 0,81 0,42

Background music 411 322 11,77 6,05

GLA cable 316 416 9,05 4,65

Cable TV 387 003 11,07 5,69

Art 27 309 0,78 0,40

Audiovisual 425 565 12,17 6,26

Recording, digital, 
online

 
458 005

 
13,10

 
6,73

Private copying 353 265 10,11 5,19

TOTAL 3 495 860 100 51,39

ROYALTIES PAID TO EAÜ MEMBERS

   amount % of fees 
paid to 
foreign 

associa- 
tions

% of 
payouts 

for 
royalties

Music 2 324 018 70,28 34,16

Art 140 537 4,25 2,07

Audiovisual 842 168 25,47 12,38

TOTAL 3 306 723 100 48,61

GRAND TOTAL 6 802 583 100

ROYALTIES PAID TO FOREIGN SOCIETIES

   amount % of fees 
paid to 
foreign 

associa- 
tions

% of 
payouts 

for 
royalties

Radio 289 871 7,37 3,82

Television 569 272 14,47 7,50

Live performance 407 866 10,37 5,37

Cinema 87 066 2,21 1,15

Major work 39 054 0,99 0,51

Background music 384 075 9,77 5,06

GLA cable 335 889 8,54 4,43

Cable TV 572 566 14,56 7,55

Art 38 267 0,97 0,50

Audiovisual 515 032 13,09 6,79

Recording, digital, 
online

 
503 661

 
12,81

 
6,64

Private copying 190 435 4,84 2,51

TOTAL 3 933 054 100 51,83

ROYALTIES PAID TO EAÜ MEMBERS

   amount % of fees 
paid to 
foreign 

associa- 
tions

% of 
payouts 

for 
royalties

Music 2 842 913 77,78 37,46

Art 162 457 4,44 2,14

Audiovisual 649 879 17,78 8,56

TOTAL 3 655 249 100 48,17

GRAND TOTAL 7 588 303 100

2024 2023 
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9. Remuneration collections 
    and trends

In 2024, a total of 959,516 euros in royalties was 
collected from concerts. For comparison: In 2023, the 
amount was 1,008,045 euros, and in 2022, 604,900 
euros. In earlier years, the total was 259,748 euros in 
2021 and 387,797 euros in 2020. The lower amount in 
2024 is due to the lack of large-scale concerts – unlike 
2023, which saw Depeche Mode and The Weeknd 
concerts and the song and dance festival.

In 2024, 804,083 euros were received for background 
music, which includes payments from shops, 
restaurants, casinos, gyms and nightclubs. Compared 
to earlier years, an upward trend is visible – 729,050 
euros collected in 2023, 616,759 euros in 2022, 459,704 
euros in 2021, and 559,415 euros in 2020. The growth 
in revenue is partly due to the more user-friendly license 
agreement process and to the new license fee tariffs 
for catering and service venues, in force from Q2 2023, 
which influenced all of 2024.

In 2024, 801,709 euros were received for the use of works 
on television. In earlier years, net sums from the same 
area were 827,135 euros (2023), 1,071,456 euros (2022), 
545,808 euros (2021), and 521,592 euros (2020). In the 
television sector, our agreement with Turner (European 
Broadcasting) ended on 1 October 2024, resulting in 
smaller amounts in Q4 compared to 2023. In December 

2023, we signed five-year license agreements with all TV 
service providers for 2024–2028; the calculation basis 
and license fee remained unchanged. The customer 
base of telecommunications companies, including cable 
operators, has not changed significantly since 2022. 

For cable broadcasting, the revenue in 2024 was 1.16 
million euros (1.17 million in 2023, 1 million in 2022, 
1.2 million in 2021, 1.3 million in 2020, 1.2 million in 
2019). The decrease in cable revenue is related to a 
decline in the number of cable TV clients. This trend 
will continue this year.

In 2024, radio generated 606,696 euros – i.e. 51,452 euros 
more than in 2023, when EAÜ collected 555,244 euros. In 
2022 we collected 474,609 euros, in 2021 468,236 euros, 
and in 2020 424,270 euros. Four-year license agreements 
have been concluded with radio stations, valid from 
January 2023 to 31 December 2026. The license fee will 
increase by 0.1% each calendar year – from 4.6% to 4.9% 
of advertising revenue over four years.

For recordings and digital/online sources, revenue 
in 2024 was 1.35 million euros (1.29 million in 2023, 
1.13 million in 2022, 778,629 euros in 2021). As can be 
seen, revenues from recordings, digital use and online 
sources have steadily increased year-on-year.

In 2024, royalties of 9,268,264 euros were collected; in 2023, 9,123,316 euros; in 2022, 8,055,929 euros; 
in 2021, 6,229,949 euros; and in 2020, 6,368,471 euros (amounts include commission). 

Total
6 229 949
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2%

2022
17%

5%

32%

23%

8%

13%

Total
9 123 316

Total
9 268 264

2023
17%

4%

27%

29%
8%

2%

13%

2024
18%

4%

25%

29%
8%

3%

13%
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Royalty Commission Total

Radio 555 244 185 086 740 330

Television 827 135 264 412 1 091 547

Cable TV 715 766 102 254 818 020

GLA Cable 458 149 50 905 509 054

Live 
performance

1 008 045 219 167 1 227 212

Background 
music

729 050 205 463 934 513

Theatre 270 050 70 287 340 337

Cinema 139 666 38 932 178 598

Recording, 
digital, online

 
1 299 874

 
290 050

 
1 589 924

From abroad 338 544 8681 347 225

Audiovisual 905 611 250 463 1 156 074

Art 165 266 25 216 190 482

TOTAL 9 123 316

Private copying 1 555 729 1 555 729

TOTAL (incl. 
private copying) 8 968 129

 
1 710 916 10 679 045

Royalty Commission Total

Radio 474 609 158 198 632 807

Television 1 071 456 351 401 1 422 856

Cable TV 622 717 88 960 711 677

GLA Cable 378 392 42 044 420 436

Live 
performance

604 900 161 638 766 538

Background 
music

616 759 174 045 790 804

Theatre 106 262 24 667 130 928

Cinema 99 963 28 295 128 258

Recording, 
digital, online 1 134 973 245 297 1 380 269

From abroad 405 215 10 388 415 603

Audiovisual 840 059 232 366 1 072 425

Art 156 634 26 693 183 328

TOTAL 8 055 929

Private copying 1 873 832 1 873 832

TOTAL (incl. 
private copying) 8 385 771

 
1 543 990 9 929 761

Royalty Commission Total

Radio 468 236 156 268 624 504

Television 545 808 173 126 718 934

Cable TV 511 756 73 106 584 862

GLA Cable 735 650 81 733 817 383

Live 
performance

259 748 76 760 336 508

Background 
music

459 704 129 674 589 378

Theatre 74 240 17 611 91 852

Cinema 53 912 15 100 69 012

Recording, 
digital, online 778 629 197 129 975 759

From abroad 485 087 7 718 492 805

Audiovisual 640 646 172 211 812 857

Art 97 556 18 540 116 096

TOTAL 6 229 949

Private copying 891 464 891 464

TOTAL (incl. 
private copying) 6 002 437 1 118 976 7 121 413

Royalty Commission Total

Radio 606 696 175 881 782 577

Television 801 709 233 190 1 034 899

Cable TV 742 991 103 877 846 868

GLA Cable 419 641 46 627 466 268

Live 
performance

959 516 226 876 1 186 392

Background 
music

804 083 217 414 1 021 497

Theatre 241 599 54 553 296 152

Cinema 124 872 33 496 158 368

Recording, 
digital, online 1 354 655

280 578 1 635 233

From abroad 395 418 10 139 405 557

Audiovisual 969 688 231 741 1 201 429

Art 202 443 30 581 233 024

TOTAL 9 268 264

Private copying 1 538 127 1 538 127

TOTAL (incl. 
private copying) 9 161 438

 
1 644 953 10 806 391

2024 

2022 

2023

2021
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MUSIC
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2021	 2022	 2023	 2024

Total 
3 887 684 €

Total 
5 110 031 €

Total 
6 002 979 €

Total 
6 055 762 €

1 299 874 1 354 655

1 134 973

778 629

459 704

128 153

259 748

545 808
468 236

1 247 406

729 050
804 083

206 225

409 716

366 471

604 900

1 008 045

959 516

474 609

555 244
606 696

1 001 109
1 071 456 827 135

801 709
616 759

1 173 915
1 162 632

Background music Radio Theatre, cinema

Recording, digital, online Live performance

Television

Cable TV, GLA Cable

6,68%

32,09%

20,03%11,82%

12,04%
3,30%

14,04%

11,84%

19,59%

22,21%12,07%

9,29%
4,04%

20,97% 19,56%

21,65%

16,79%

9,25%
6,83%

13,78%

12,14%

2021 2022 2023 2024

19,2%

22,37%

15,84%

10,02%
6,05%

13,24%

13,28%

Background music Radio Theatre, cinema
Cable TV, GLA Cable Recording, digital, online

Live performance
Television
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31 326 22 870 22 785

ART
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10 000

0
2021	 2022	 2023	 2024

Total 
97 556 €

Total 
156 634 €

Total 
165 266 €

Total 
202 443 €

15 021

24 055

32 309 37 589 38 978

54 342

83 961

97 753

125 415

4138

9038

7 054

15 265

In 2024, the revenue from works of art totalled 202,443 euros. The field of art saw 
yet another record result. For example, 165,266 euros was collected in 2023, and 
156,634 euros in 2022 – the growth then mainly driven by an increase in art auction 
volume. In 2021, remuneration paid to authors amounted to 97,556 euros. The positive 
trend in the field of art has continued steadily for several years.

24,66%
55,7%

15,4%

4,24%

20,63%
53,6%

20,00%

5,77%

22,74%
59,15%

13,84%

4,27%

19,25%
61,95 %

11,26%

7,54%

2021	 2022	 2023	 2024

General reproduction of works of art
Reproduction of works of art on cable TV

Reproduction of works of art on TV
Auctions
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In the field of audiovisual works, consistent growth in revenues continued in 2024. While 640,646 euros were col-
lected in 2021, the amount had already risen to 840,059 euros in 2022. In 2023, revenue increased to 905,611 eu-
ros, and by 2024 rose to 969,688 euros – more than 64,000 euros more than the previous year. This reflects steady 
growth, mirroring the broader use of audiovisual content.

42,23%
31,11%

0,52%

7,60% 18,54%

42,28%
37,63%

0,62%

7,00% 12,48%

43,33%
37,77%

0,5%

6,75% 11,65%

AUDIOVISUAL

450 000

400 000

350 000

300 000

250 000

200 000

150 000

100 000

50 000

0

Total 
640 646 €

Total 
840 059 €

Total 
905 611 €

Total 
969 688 €

291 231

354 782 382 873

420 158

213 592

261 337

340 770

366 242

1355 4347 5605 4856

78 362

155 746

113 014 112 983

56 106

63 847 63 349 65 449

2021	 2022	 2023	 2024

45,46%
33,34%

0,21%

8,76% 12,23%

2021	 2022	 2023	 2024

Television VOD

Other useCable TV

Catchup

Television VOD

Other useCable TV

Catchup
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10. Revenues from abroad

Total 
485 087 €

Total 
405 215 €

Total 
338 544 €

Total 
395 418 €

100 000

50 000

0
2021	 2022	 2023	 2024

20 618 16 435
20 034

23 42813 482
13 81016 468

61 829

Music Audiovisual Art

Music Audiovisual Art

2021	 2022	 2023	 2024

450 000

400 000

350 000

300 000

305 028

358 180

326 951

448 001

There has been an increase in revenues from foreign countries in 2024 compared to 
2023, mainly in music revenues. 

90,1%

5,92% 3,98%

4,06%

80,69%

15,26%

3,39%

4,25%

92,35%

2021	 2022	 2023	 2024

90,58%

5,92% 3,49%

ROYALTIES RECEIVED FROM ABROAD
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ROYALTIES RECEIVED  
FROM FOREIGN SOCIETIES

ROYALTIES PAID  
TO FOREIGN SOCIETIES

country amount           %
USA 72 970 17,99
Latvia 60 369 14,89
Spain 38 085 9,39
Finland 35 731 8,81
Great Britain 35 129 8,66
Switzerland 27 663 6,82
Sweden 26 913 6,64
Japan 19 941 4,92
Denmark 15 086 3,72
Netherlands 14 533 3,58
France 12 894 3,18
Germany 8 805 2,17
Hungary 5 978 1,47
Norway 3 924 0,97
Lithuania 2 959 0,73
Romania 2 920 0,72
Belgium 2 850 0,70
Austria 2 194 0,54
Italia 2 058 0,51
Portugal 1 987 0,49
Czech Republic 1 784 0,44
Poland 1 710 0,42
China 1 546 0,38
Ireland 1 213 0,30
Israel 1 031 0,25
Turkey 873 0,22
Slovenia 705 0,17
Australia 682 0,17
Brazil 574 0,14
Chile 462 0,11
South Korea 438 0,11
Thailand 383 0,09
South Africa 378 0,09
Croatia 200 0,05
Greece 186 0,05
Malaysia 156 0,04
Hong Kong 88 0,02
New Zealand 82 0,02
Armenia 57 0,01
Slovakia 18 0,00
Total gross 405 557 100

country amount           %
Sweden 914 920 23,26
Great Britain 795 844 20,23
USA 670 934 17,06
Denmark 499 144 12,69
France 223 360 5,68
Germany 202 906 5,16
Finland 106 795 2,72
Spain 77 248 1,96
Canada 71 956 1,83
Italia 67 055 1,70
Latvia 51 941 1,32
Netherlands 51 375 1,31
Australia 50 457 1,28
Ukraine 22 752 0,58
Austria 17 526 0,45
Norway 15 673 0,40
Poland 11 668 0,30
Israel 11 620 0,30
Czech Republic 10 095 0,26
Ireland 9 564 0,24
Belgium 9 277 0,24
Switzerland 7 865 0,20
Lithuania 6 376 0,16
Japan 5 358 0,14
Brazil 2 954 0,08
Hungary 2 482 0,06
South Korea 2 357 0,06
Iceland 1 965 0,05
Argentina 1 902 0,05
Mexico 1 740 0,04
South Africa 1 664 0,04
Turkey 1 177 0,03
Bulgaria 1 124 0,03
Portugal 812 0,02
Hong Kong 693 0,02
Romania 674 0,02
Colombia 387 0,01
Chile 352 0,01
Georgia 279 0,01
Greece 262 0,01
Croatia 219 0,01
Slovenia 165 0,00
Slovakia 97 0,00
Serbia 40 0,00
Total gross 3 933 054 100

2024 2024 
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11. Expenses
In 2024, EAÜ’s actual expenses were 298,659 euros lower than planned. Total expenses for the year 
were 1,471,341 euros, which represents 13.21% of all receipts. Since the EAÜ development plan aims 
to achieve a commission rate of 15% by 2025, 13.21% of all revenues is a good result that exceeds 
expectations. However, it should be noted that some costs were transferred from 2024 to 2025 due 
to longer-than-planned IT developments.

EAÜ’s commission amounted to 1,644,953 euros in 2024, which accounted for 17.75% of revenues. 
It is important to note here that the calculation of the commission fee does not reflect the private 
copying fee that EAÜ collects on behalf of all collective management organizations.

The EAÜ’s largest expense category is labor costs, which totaled 1,092,922 euros in 2024, or 74.3% of all expenses. 
Compared to last year, legal expenses, representation expenses, training expenses, and software development 
expenses have also increased. Compared to last year, expenses for heating, electricity, business trips, and 
membership fees decreased.

EAÜ’s expenses did not exceed the revenues collected as commission fees.

2024 2023 2022 

amount % of the 
received 

commission

amount % of the 
received 

commission

amount % of the 
received 

commission

Bar 110 863 6,74 106 381 6,22 95 836 6,21

Shop 83 168 5,06 77 028 4,50 58 441 3,79

Casino, sport 12 788 0,78 11 733 0,69 13 263 0,86

Nightclub 10 596 0,64 10 321 0,60 6 505 0,42

Theatre 54 553 3,32 70 287 4,11 24 667 1,60

Live performance 226 876 13,79 219 167 12,81 161 637 10,47

Television 233 190 14,18 264 412 15,45 351 401 22,76

Radio 175 881 10,69 185 086 10,82 158 198 10,25

Cable TV 103 876 6,31 102 254 5,98 88 960 5,76

Cinema 33 496 2,04 38 932 2,28 28 295 1,83

Art 30 581 1,86 25 216 1,47 26 693 1,73

Audiovisual 231 741 14,09 250 463 14,64 232 366 15,05

From abroad 10 139 0,62 8 681 0,51 10 388 0,67

Recording, digital, online 280 578 17,06 290 050 16,95 245 297 15,89

GLA cable 46 627 2,83 50 905 2,98 42 043 2,72

TOTAL 1 644 953 100 1 710 916 100 1 543 990 100

COMMISSION
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expenses in 2024 expenses in 2023 

      Euro            %

SALARIES AND WAGES 822 849 55,93
SOCIAL TAXES 270 073 18,36

incl. social tax 263 557
incl. unemployment insurance tax 6517

OTHER TAXES 1696 0,12
incl. social tax on fringe benefit 931
incl. income tax on fringe benefit 565
incl. land tax 200

HEATING 3611 0,25
ELECTRICITY 3844 0,26
SECURITY 1417 0,10
TELEPHONE, COMMUNICATION 5955 0,40
TRANSPORT 6899 0,47

incl. fuel 2602
incl. repair and maintenance 3443
incl. other transport expenses 855

DEPRECIATION 26 810 1,82
BUSINESS TRAVELS 12 954 0,88
LEGAL COSTS 22 500 1,53
SOFTWARE MAINTENANCE 127 912 8,69
POST 2058 0,14
BANKING EXPENSES 3886 0,26
REPRESENTATION COSTS 28 828 1,96

incl. reception of guests 10 443
incl. seminar 17 061
incl. general meeting 1324

PR EXPENSES 0 0,00
OFFICE EXPENSES AND AUDIT 31 688 2,15

incl. office expenses 24 660
incl. press subscriptions 1428
incl. auditing 5600

INSURANCE 650 0,04
ADMINISTRATION AND  
OTHER EXPENSES

 
51 648

 
3,51

incl. water 285
incl. services 30 976
incl. administration expenses 12 999
incl. other expenses 7018
incl. inspection raids 371

MEMBERSHIP FEES 22 249 1,51
incl. EOCP membership fee 4035
incl. CISAC, GESAC  
membership fee

 
18 214

incl. other membership fees 0
TRAINING 10 527 0,72
DOUBTFUL INVOICES 0 0,00
EXPENSES OF PÄRNU HOLIDAY 
HOUSE

 
9 566

 
0,65

PROMOTION OF HEALTH  
OF EMPLOYEES

 
3 721

 
0,25

ONLINE RADIO EXPENSES 0 0,00
TOTAL 1 471 341 100

      Euro            %

SALARIES AND WAGES 720 399 54,46
SOCIAL TAXES 236 872 17,91

incl. social tax 231 138
incl. unemployment insurance tax 5734

OTHER TAXES 1960 0,15
incl. social tax on fringe benefit 1107
incl. income tax on fringe benefit 671
incl. land tax 182

HEATING 5919 0,45
ELECTRICITY 4701 0,36
SECURITY 1355 0,10
TELEPHONE, COMMUNICATION 5898 0,45
TRANSPORT 5520 0,42

incl. fuel 2967
incl. repair and maintenance 2416
incl. other transport expenses 137

DEPRECIATION 22 943 1,73
BUSINESS TRAVELS 16 738 1,27
LEGAL COSTS 12 883 0,97
SOFTWARE MAINTENANCE 109 167 8,25
POST 1861 0,14
BANKING EXPENSES 3604 0,27
REPRESENTATION COSTS 15 023 1,14

incl. reception of guests 10 965
incl. seminar 2773
incl. general meeting 1285

PR EXPENSES 3 525 0,27
OFFICE EXPENSES AND AUDIT 27 483 2,08

incl. office expenses 20 559
incl. press subscriptions 1324
incl. auditing 5600

INSURANCE 510 0,04
ADMINISTRATION AND  
OTHER EXPENSES

91 556 6,92

incl. water 353
incl. services 73 596
incl. administration expenses 14 339
incl. other expenses 3 045
incl. inspection raids 222

MEMBERSHIP FEES 18 001 1,36
incl. EOCP membership fee 4035
incl. CISAC, GESAC  
membership fee

13 966

incl. other membership fees 0
TRAINING 1595 0,12
DOUBTFUL INVOICES 0 0,00
EXPENSES OF PÄRNU HOLIDAY 
HOUSE

11 448 0,87

PROMOTION OF HEALTH  
OF EMPLOYEES

3733 0,28

ONLINE RADIO EXPENSES 0 0,00
TOTAL 1 322 694 100
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12. Report on the amounts 
deducted during the financial 
year for the provision of social, 
cultural and educational 
services

With the proceeds from the commission fee, the EAÜ supported many projects 
important to Estonian music life, for which grants were distributed in two rounds.  

The aim of the support program is to encourage the creation of new Estonian music 
and expand the opportunities for authors’ creative work, so that as a result, Estonian 
music life will be enriched. The program is divided into three support areas:      

1.	 Commissions of new compositions are supported where there is a firm 
and specific plan for performance, recording and/or distribution. The client 
must be either a concert organizer (for example, in the case of a festival), 
a collective, or a performer who is a person other than the author (this is 
not a creative support);   

2. The creation of new musical works is supported through various (co)
creation initiatives, for example, the costs of organizing or participating 
in residencies and co-creation camps (both in Estonia and elsewhere) 
are partially covered;   

3. The production and recording of musical works in both audio and video 
formats is supported, provided that there is a specific plan for publication 
and distribution.

More detailed conditions for the EAÜ creative activities program are presented on 
the EAÜ website. In the reporting year, an expert committee reviewed the grant 
applications, and decided to award grants to 113 applicants in two rounds in a total 
amount of 175,000 euros. All grant recipients and the amounts allocated to them 
are listed on the EAÜ website in the “Approved applications” subsection.   

In cooperation with Music Estonia, the support measure for export projects was 
continued, through which 67 projects received support in the total amount of 75,590 

euros. All recipients of support and the amounts allocated to them are listed on 
the EAÜ website in the subsection “Approved applications to the Export Fund”.    

Direct support was provided to several projects, such as the organization 
of the Estonian Music Awards and the Estonian Music Business Gala. In 

2024, EAÜ supported two awards given by the Estonian Theatre Union. 
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The Estonian Academy of Arts funded the prize for musical design and original music 
for a spoken word performance with 2,000 euros and the Viive Ernesaks prize for 
musical and/or sound design with 2,000 euros. The authors of the songs that came 
in the top six in the “Estonian Song” competition were also supported with a financial 
prize: the authors of the winning song received 5,000 euros, those who came in 
second place received 2,500 euros, the authors of the third-place song received 
1,000 euros, and those in fourth, fifth, and sixth place each received 500 euros.

A total of 273,910 euros in grants were allocated from the 2024 reserves. 

In 2024, the Socio-Cultural Fund paid a support of 67,400 euros to elderly authors 
and a one-time additional fee to 788 authors of musical works in the total amount 
of 518,152 euros. 

GRANTS
Grants from reserves
Grants to elderly authors  from  the socio-cultural fund
One-off additional royalties from the socio-cultural fund 
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2024 

2023 

RESERVES  
IN 2024

balance in out redistrib. balance

1.01.2024 31.12.2024

EXPENDI
TURE FUND

 
494 037

 
-79 545

 
83 993

 
498 485

DEVELOP
MENT FUND

377 262 -282 387 375 831 470 707

SOC. CULT. 
FUND

 
645 552

 
191 608

 
-585 552

 
425 622

 
677 230

ROYALTY 
RISK 
RESERVE

 
150 000

 
150 000

FIXED 
ASSETS RISK 
RESERVE

 
60 000

 
60 000

1 726 851 191 608 -947 484 885 446 1 856 421

RESERVES  
IN 2023

balance in out redistrib. balance

1.01.2023 31.12.2023

EXPENDI
TURE FUND

 
515 634

 
48 299

 
-292 142

 
222 246

 
494 037

DEVELOP
MENT FUND

380 338 -273 566 270 490 377 262

SOC. CULT. 
FUND

 
592 875

 
164 751

 
-557 773

 
445 699

 
645 552

ROYALTY 
RISK 
RESERVE

 
150 000

 
150 000

FIXED 
ASSETS RISK 
RESERVE

 
60 000

 
60 000

1 698 847 213 050 -1 123 481 938 435 1 726 851

FORMATION OF RESERVES IN 2024

RESERVE BALANCE 970 975

COMMISSION 1 644 953

LEASE INCOME 11 561

FINANCIAL INCOME 499 518

OTHER REVENUE 53 292

UNDISTRIBUTED 
ROYALTIES  
2019-2021

 
 

385 661

TOTAL 3 565 961

EAÜ EXPENSES -1 471 341

OTHER LIABILITIES -238 199

1 856 421

EXPENDITURE FUND 498 485

DEVELOPMENT FUND 470 707

SOC. CULT. FUND 677 230

ROYALTY  
RISK RESERVE

 
150 000

FIXED ASSETS  
RISK RESERVE

 
60 000

1 856 421

FORMATION OF RESERVES IN 2023

RESERVE BALANCE 788 416

COMMISSION 1 710 916

LEASE INCOME 16 750

FINANCIAL INCOME 94 606

OTHER REVENUE 40 925

UNDISTRIBUTED 
ROYALTIES  
2019-2021

 
448 025

TOTAL 3 099 638

EAÜ EXPENSES -1 322 694

OTHER LIABILITIES -50 093

1 726 851

EXPENDITURE FUND 494 037

DEVELOPMENT FUND 377 262

SOC. CULT. FUND 645 552

ROYALTY  
RISK RESERVE

150 000

FIXED ASSETS  
RISK RESERVE

60 000

1 726 851



EAÜ Transparency Report 2024 26 

In 2025, EAÜ will face several developments aimed at increasing the 
efficiency of work processes and providing better service to authors and 
users of works. Although the economic situation may continue to be 
volatile, the organization’s goal is to maintain the amount of revenue at 
least at the same level and, if possible, increase it, relying on more efficient 
administration and new technical solutions. 

Several large-scale projects will be the focus of IT developments in 2025. 

 	Creation of a cue sheet system that enables the identification, 
processing and distribution of fees of musical works appearing 
in audiovisual productions.

 	Creating a financial reporting system to make reporting more 
convenient and secure for users of the works. This will make the 
submission of financial statements electronic.

 	Converting all distribution files sent to foreign associations to 
CRD format, including public presentation, to ensure high-quality 
information exchange between EAÜ and foreign associations.

 	Adding a works search function so that authors can find 
information about their works faster and easier.

 	Linking the systems for submitting repertoire reports of 
television service providers with the EAÜ to make the submission 
and processing of reports technically more accurate, faster and 
more convenient.

13. Plans for 2025
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The table shows the five Estonian mu-
sical works that were played the most 
on Estonian radio and television in 2024, 
based on reports submitted to the EAÜ.

14. The five most played  
musical works in 2024

The table shows the five foreign musi-
cal works that were played the most on 
Estonian radio and television in 2024, 
based on reports submitted to the EAÜ..

ESTONIA’S TOP FIVE FOREIGN TOP FIVE

Lose Control 
Teddy Swims
Authors: Joshua Emanuel Coleman, Julian C Bunetta, Marco Antonio 
Jr Rodriguez Diaz, Mikky Ekko, Jaten Collin Dimsdale
Publishers: WARNER-TAMERLANE PUBLISHING CO , WARNER CHAPPELL 
MUSIC SCAND AB, MARLINA, SONGS OF UNIVERSAL INC, UNIVERSAL MUSIC 
PUBLISHING INTERNATIONAL LTD, UNIVERSAL/MCA MUSIC SCAND AB, 
GOOD KINGS MUSIC, SONY ATV SONGS LLC, SONY/ATV MUSIC PUBLISHING 
LLC, SONY/ATV MUSIC PUBLISHING SCANDINAVIA KB, DRAGON BUNNY 
MUSIC, HIPGNOSIS INTERNATIONAL, PEERMUSIC III LTD, PEERMUSIC (UK) 
LTD, PEERMUSIC AB, MUSIC OF BIG FAMILY, TOP NOTCH HIGH QUALITY 
MUSIC, ALIEN CARGO PLANE MUSIC, LIVELIHOOD MUSIC COMPANY LLC, 
KOBALT MUSIC SERVICES AMERICA INC, KOBALT MUSIC PUBLISHING LTD

Beautiful Things
Benson Boone
Authors: Evan Robert Eliiot Blair, Benson James Boone,  
Jackson Lafrantz Larsen
Publishers: WARNER-TAMERLANE PUBLISHING CO, WARNER CHAPPELL 
MUSIC SCAND AB, MIXED METAPHOR MUSIC, POSITION MUSIC 
COPYRIGHTS LLC, KOBALT MUSIC SERVICES AMERICA INC, KOBALT MUSIC 
PUBLISHING LTD, SONY/ATV ALLEGRO, SONY-ATV TUNES LLC, SONY/ATV 
MUSIC PUBLISHING LLC, SONY/ATV MUSIC PUBLISHING SCANDINAVIA KB, 
SELECTORSONGS, SONY/ATV MUSIC PUBLISHING ALLEGRO (UK), SAINT 
SOUNDS GREAT, SONGS INTO POEMS, NOBODYS CLUB PUB

Espresso
Sabrina Carpenter
Authors: Sabrina Annlynn Carpenter, Amy Rose Allen, Stephenie Nicole 
Jones, Julian C Bunetta 
Publishers: WC MUSIC CORP, WARNER CHAPPELL MUSIC SCAND AB, SONGS 
OF UNIVERSAL INC, UNIVERSAL MUSIC PUBLISHING INTERNATIONAL LTD, 
UNIVERSAL/MCA MUSIC SCAND AB, DRAGON BUNNY MUSIC, HIPGNOSIS 
INTERNATIONAL, PEERMUSIC III LTD, PEERMUSIC (UK) LTD, PEERMUSIC 
AB, MUSIC OF BIG FAMILY, SMELLS LIKE GOOD MUSIC, RESERVOIR MEDIA 
MUSIC, RESERVOIR MEDIA MANAGEMENT INC, STEREOSCOPE MUSIC 
SCANDINAVIA, SABALICIOUS SONGS

Strangers
Kenya Grace
Author: Kenya Grace Johnson
Publisher: WC MUSIC CORP, WARNER CHAPPELL MUSIC SCAND AB

Stumblin’ In
CYRIL
Authors: Michael Donald Chapman, Nicholas Barry Chinn 
Publishers: CHINNICHAP PUBL LTD, UNIVERSAL MUSIC PUBLISHING MGB 
SCANDINAVIA AB

push it feat.  
maria kallastu
nublu
Authors: nublu, Aleksi Tapio Liski,  
Maria Kallastu
Publisher: EMP ELEMENTS MUSIC PUBLISHING

(Nendest) 
narkootikumidest ei 
tea me (küll) midagi 
5MIINUST x Puuluup
Authors: Kristjan Jakobson, Karl Kivastik, 
Mihkel Tamm, Ramo Teder, Priit Tomson, 
Marko Veisson, Kim Andreas Wennerström

Üksinda ft.  
Karl Killing
villemdrillem
Authors: Villem Reimann, Karl Killing,  
Kevin Keevallik, Eeti Jedi Justus Erätuli
Publishers: FAAR MUSIC OÜ, HMC PUBLISHING, 
WARNER CHAPPELL MUSIC FINLAND OY

Ühega miljoneist
Púr Múdd
Authors: Pearu Paulus, Jana Hallas, 
Ilmar Laisaar, Alar Kotkas,  
Joonatan Siiman, Oliver Rõõmus

Leekiv armastus
villemdrillem
Authors: Ivar Põllu, Villem Reimann,  
Karl Killing, Frederik Mustonen,  
Maris Pihlap, Henry Orlov,  
Karl Raimond Tamm, Mattias Tirmaste
Publishers: FAAR MUSIC OÜ, HMC PUBLISHING, 
WARNER CHAPPELL MUSIC FINLAND OY
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